
May 27, 2020 

Special Session 

 

 

The Bellevue City Council met on Wednesday, May 27, 2020 in Special Session at 3:30 P.M. in 

the Council Chambers with Mayor Roger Michels presiding. Due to the COVID-19 virus and 

recommendation by the Governor and U.S. Center for Disease Control to practice social 

distancing, City Hall remained closed for the public meeting. However, public access was 

provided via telephone conference. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all present. The roll 

was called as follows:  

 

PRESENT: Councilmembers Jayson Heiar, Lyn Medinger, Tammy Michels (by phone), Tim 

Roth and Tom Roth. Also present were City Administrator/Clerk Abbey 

Skrivseth, Police Chief Lynn Schwager and the following by phone: Chet Knake, 

John Kruse and Isaac Sturm. 

 

ABSENT:  None. 

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 

Mayor Roger Michels reviewed the Agenda and declared it approved. 

 

SPECIAL SESSION: COVID 19 VIRUS DISCUSSION AND APPROVAL FOR ACTION 

PLAN AND GUIDELINES FOR CITY PROPERTY  

A special session was set in anticipation of Governor Kim Reynolds updating her proclamation 

or possibly letting the existing state of emergency expire on May 27. On May 26, the Governor 

extended the state of emergency to June 25 along with outlining new guidelines on summer 

activities and the opening of businesses.  

 

The Bellevue Braves requested the Council approve allowing their annual baseball tournament to 

begin on May 28th versus waiting for the Governor’s guidelines of June 1. Chet Knake and Isaac 

Sturm spoke on behalf of the Braves. After a detailed discussion, the Council agreed to allow 

games to start on May 28th. The Braves plan to follow the socially distancing guidelines, hang 

up signs around the diamond, have two porta potties with a hand washing and sanitation station, 

and encourage spectators to bring their own chairs. Condiments for food will be controlled by the 

food server and to not allow anyone to hang around the diamond and park area after the games 

are over. The Community Club’s liquor license has not been fully processed so beer will be 

allowed to be brought in, but no liquor and other drinks can be purchased at the concession 

stand. Tom Roth moved with a second by Tim Roth to allow the Braves to begin their Louis Jess 

tournament on May 28th with following the items listed above. Roll call vote carried 

unanimously.  

 

Playgrounds, basketball courts, tennis court, pickleball courts and Cole Park bathrooms will open 

on June 1st as outlined in the Governor’s proclamation. Skrivseth will look to putting up signage 

in the parks. 

 

The Governor did not make any changes from her prior proclamation on swimming pools. The 

proclamation allows pools to only open for lap swimming, swimming lessons and lifeguard 

certifications but bath houses are to remain closed and socially distancing restrictions are still to 

be followed. The Council had a detailed discussion on how the pool could safely open. It is 

assumed that restrictions will be put in place based on information that continues to be sent out 

by the American Red Cross and Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and such 

restrictions will most likely be hard for a small pool to comply with. The Council discussed that 

it is unknown if the Governor will even allow pools to open this summer to the general public 

and if allowed summer might be partly or mostly over. Medinger asked about the pools budget. 

The cost to open the pool along with anticipated pool revenue cost cuts would put more financial 

burden on the City as the pool already loses money each year, which is supported by taxpayers. 

Heiar said he thinks the whole virus is a joke and does not want to see kids drowning in the river 

or Mill Creek; the Pool would be clean from the chemicals and people will stay away if they do 

not think it is safe. Tom Roth wondered if the Council should hold off a bit longer on a decision. 

Tim Roth did not see the benefit in postponing the decision any longer and that the pool should 

not open. Skrivseth was asked if other pools were closing and she clarified that Cedar Rapids, 

Quad Cities, Galena and many other small Iowa towns are closing their pools, but Dubuque has 



not made a final decision. Tim Roth made a motion with a second by Medinger to not open the 

municipal pool this summer due to all the complications of opening and running the pool. Roll 

call vote as follows: 

 

AYES: Michels, Medinger, Tim Roth and Tom Roth 

 

NAYS: Heiar 

 

 

The Governor’s proclamation would allow little league to begin on June 1st. The Council 

continued to agree with their last recommendation that this decision is up to the program’s 

organizers to decide and to determine if they can abide by the rules and regulations set forth by 

the Governor.  

 

Bellevue Chamber Director Carrie Weaver asked the Council if they would approve of her 

holding a vendor fair in June. It appears that such an event is allowed under the new 

proclamation any time after June 1st. The Council was in agreement for the Chamber to host a 

vendor fair as long as state guidelines are followed. 

 

The Bellevue Pharmacy requested the Council consider allowing the pharmacy to have one 

designated 10-minute parking space on State Street for their customers to pick up prescriptions; 

this would be during business hours only. Since medication is an essential item for citizens, the 

Council agreed to allow this designated parking request during the COVID-19 pandemic. The 

Council did not want to see the parking restriction become permanent. The Council also 

acknowledged the Pharmacy’s location is in a busy area.   

 

The Council will have further discussion at their regular session on June 1st regarding other local 

business requests due to their having to restructure and follow guidelines from COVID-19 

 

Lastly, Mayor Michels stressed that Councilmembers are leaders of the community and should 

continue to set good examples on following the Governors requirements for social distancing. 

The Council all agreed. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 
As there were no other matters on the agenda for discussion, Mayor Roger Michels adjourned the 

meeting at 4:35 P.M. 

 

             

City Administrator/Clerk                           Mayor  

 

 


